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Y ™ORT.&T: This report will be comciled in triplicite by cuch Arg air Forsces
asrganization within 4€ Lours of th2 tinc un aiscraft is officially

reported missing.

1. CRGANTLATION: Locution_ Calvi, Corsjea  _: Comand or Air Force _XJI AF ;

Grcupwg_:wmw.mm_; Deachmant ==
2. SPECIFY: FPoint of Depsitwic__Calyi, Coraica . Ccurrejpprox 310P
Intended Destin tion .;;u of Idsaionftr-Domber.

3. "E.THER ONDITICHS AND VISIGLLITY T TILC R “HAL LST orOaTDs_
vil bility to 10-15 miles .

of last lnowun 1huruu..m.t“ of aly wircraft.
(b) Specify rvhothur (X) L.at ,«gmu‘- ( ) Last Contactod b Radio;
( ) Foreed down; ( ) Scen to Crash; or ( ) Information not Availcble.
5. AIRCRAFT »aS LOST, R IS ".LI'\’_') TO H.VE 2EET 100T, «3 s RESVLT CF:
(Check only cos) (X) Enury nircruﬁ., ( ) Bnamy anti-airercft; ( ) Other
Circumstancoes ns Follous

6. AIRCR-FT: Typo, (ndel and Sorics SPAtfire Vg aar Soriil dumber_ !9 885 s

7. RGLIS: Trpe, .odel and Scrics Merlin 55 ; m.: Sardal lumoor (a)134599,/413641
b 3 (o) ()

8. INSTALLUD " E.PONS (Furnish tclew Make, Typc and Serial Nuaber)

(a)(2)_20mm Hispano u)(_)_,sos Bro-u'(c% xI:Io:u;:"z 3 (d;gg:::gocu
3 (h E!

(e)c-13326; C-2607; (f) ; (8 Y
9. THE i OGS LILT.D JrIC T .. JFCTZD . S: (a) Dettle Casuelty X
or (b) llon-Bittle Casurlty,
10. NUZIR OF FERSOHS ~DOATD #IRCPAFT: Crew_ )1 ; Pt ssongers ;
Totsl 3
(Storting with pil:n., furnish the ronom particulars: If more than 10
persons uore bocrd cirereft, list si iler particulirs on sopirate shoet
ind atuch or* ginul to this on.x.)
< -Name in Full ’ "

Crow Pesition (Lisl Mape First) " Rink 3 ‘Sg‘;al No.
L. Pilot HEOQVER, Robert Andersom —»/o T186546 4
2.
3. o S
b X
2. I
b z — - :
8. : i ; :
e
1C. B ol 2
1l. ID.Z:'EH“ »d0 ~ THCSE . BIQIS "HO ..°0 WLI.VD TOH Ve L.oT ZJ'J L.L'".' CF AIR-

CR.JFT,” JIDCGIECH .. IROPRL IS CCLL.IU 'TC I''DIC.TE B..SIS FURL
Y ’ Check only m.) column

* Squadron's le‘ters;
WD-R

e r s e

-l
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Contacted Suw
Yame in Full Serisl 3y Last Saw Forced
Last Nane First ’?u* Mor Rl‘lio Slshhd Er_'\_l.l: Llndix
;. dle Tet 1t %}OL X
3. B RG
12, 1¥ ToTGCH T3 I. AAVE SURVIVED, LHSGLA T8 IC O.% OF 106 FOLIG:i=
ING swa :_’"‘\ (l) Pnruhu'.on wore uscd 3 (b) Pursons were scen welke
in; swuy from scenc of erash 3 or () other rcason (specify)

-

VECRL AIRCRAFT “LAS LAST SkeN.

14, ATIACH EYUSITNLSS DSSCRIPTION OF CRASI, FORCED LAMDING, OR OTHIR CI'
STANCES PLRPAINIIG TO &ISSING AIRCHANT. H

16, ATTACI A LESCRIFPTIUN OF PHAE VXIFAT Of SEARCH, IF AN'Y, AYD GIVE RAE, Ra'k,

AND SERIAL XUJBER OF OFFICER I GLLRGE I Rs_m_‘iummnn_
v PO

Date of Report ;
‘#‘““p.%-tm%m

ROBERT X, RUSSELL,
Mc jor, Air Corps,

Assistant Adjutant,
§2nd Fighter Group,

4 Inel:
Inol # 1 = Overlay (Quint)
. ‘z - Statements; Its Smith, Montgomery (Quint)
. 3 - Migsion Report (Quint
" $4 - Mission Report of Searsh (Quint) . Map ]"ﬂl‘
£ 3

{Rcprodused by a-3, 83rd Fiatr Wiing) .
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FRANCE

Nice

oar Positon of F/0 Hoover
43"40n + »~ vwhen last seen
Overlay to accompany Missing Alr Crew
Report ou F/0 Robert A, Hoover MIA
9 February 19%%. Overlay for GSCS
Mo, Y72, 1:500,000 Firope Air
JX3 '42)6) Hice Section
43°n
b4

08"
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9 Fewuary: ;ﬂ’!

x " -l‘. . o -
S :.M Wih'at 135 mc. m.qm- ‘!1»; ton ‘of four Spil -
qk off friz Calve A/D u5- of 290 dsgress to bomh nuyoiu in
uqs waster. Bf0 Montpemery, Mlackl, ppteer i o S Deforeband that
:: mm a be uumou{; Afiu-xuw Aardfald Rt 10,0007 'e&: 3
target de a mo t m he tar, Trop ¥
TSy atae. n ?. far I, aethe :.,goe ua turned 3, -pymbhé;’lho t;n-
', gab 1n Mne wuthrh adous 500 vds apart. Sisce L vas Blackd and was 1
to meke ny' bomBisg yur, 2 cons r kap 1ookdpg up~wan. Wnlle:dhere qm
L He dguda.m the tar-et, there’wers scatte clouds @ short distance, . |
away ‘and thers wen an aprrestable hafe vhich limited wisividity § pare
2 ticularly sinca I was using my. canopy, I balf euspected the presencs T}
" ‘./..qxbtps.nmoamto &nrw,hin;hnantnnmiw X
|4 Ui making &y, oosb qun, I.crossed the ship at ' rizht mngle, mdo&.(m* ¥
S from » stall #irn and Lopbed from 3500 feet getfimg two hile on theytérg .
<5 Tr (af the freizhter:” kxu‘ mwmh endt ;ﬁcr“‘ bom. m ‘ .#oex-en
R ﬁm-u Asght flak. 2
ey Mt‘id.y after.I dronged my homts, ’/0 l!oom ad!‘d ul" Mt
b2 S. of, Nice Harbor. At that timelhe vas 2'riles 5. and 2000 f«ei’
b el wh mopent later, Bleck One, T/0 Montromery oAllsd that “there vere M-
> t Liq#mn. “This uthclnl\lb.urd from him and 1 =aver- u-hhoh)x
OO mcunetzhobonm. lloohdupwnowl”‘tlsoflm..s:-.-
Fige mh- 1l 1ng around st 5000 fest, linstrcted Hoover to pailn elfltude 3
e qnd then ‘gave full tit %o Join up withiluim, lhm.r u-umn; ldlt QM V2
L4y oo themele, . This was the last L saw of him.i T 4
P S0 T Ae l peaved theinela, a T¥.199, camouflese q,mtqornmm'
[ 00 nemth'dove Aown. ' I folldWed hiw to the deck, petting in .m .20 r@
SLw T frection sbt h‘vvw Fards until ‘scmeone. cnlled: 'm ey x‘t
acin 1ot and -ckmp whare T found MNeck'd, W -,,f—x Ve
Lo annved up. 1 obsprved a paracmite. #10ats u«e the @n equ e S R RE
f{-,x-._ niled off Nioe hasbar, About thia tire, my tramemittes went gubl’ ma o
i #3111 recsive however. A few seconds laten, tha nesdle of wM e
i “jgmige Tell overimzainet the peg. ' I.thonpht I had motten = /glyeol, :-I:.M- ST
1 wes.preparad $0-bafl oyt of tha ghip 1f the enxine siyed. 4- 1% 4
rf out [ only the temperature: gansd had gone omt. iAlmost’ at onge %1
F,{z“ gm ® pASS at we, WO we Broke acein, . As One.120 pateed ma; 1 r-n
Ao down. Just an T whe getting my sfehts on this 190, Nack Two called
Corient? ) which T 810 ‘ard sharply. The 190 oyarghoty m‘Nfﬂw hs ﬂ@.
= ; fould definitly hear that "rat-tit-tet-tat" of the 190's ping nvdre, A5
el . earh@nes, T M@ sverythine T csuld to {ndieste.bs Rlack 2 ot ey
Gy . tyansmifter wia out and that the only thing we could do waa to. cTost weave - X ?
Mr way ot ©6 sea. A4 wa gtictad to make dur way tovqrd buc l -h tw
powsr Duabs hiead ont towerds ns.from Fice harbor.: 1 7
ada. ! “Tor fwenty five minutes the four 190's .etubd LT !’!‘wy aniu oniv-
L cYixbed we, out Alved us and damined nearly ut tvrned us. Two or three 24
e/a wmle almg.‘m ab0vE ny, at 1eant. one ‘on either pide, . One afper tumtb- .
'&m tbrfmﬂa ue,. w-ng st k!na- 34 de"nupn -qu w &
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COMBAT RIPCRT - Lt, Soith - Gont'ds

then wonld turn so sharply that we cnldmet 3~ 0 rore i(hesn e short Mrst
with & lrrze deflection, The 130%s continvaelly ttled t9 dait us, to get
us to follow ins 190, g0 that snother could come down on us, Whan I dove
aftsr one 190, .1t was easy to ses that the o/a conld ;™11 away at will,
Tisie after time, the e/a tried td separa‘e us. The only way to cordat
these taltics was t0 crosgwenve continenely,. which we did, "he 190's
fired at me at leest elght times, firing from undermerth, T¥ym handon
and fron all degress of deflection, .

The pilote of those &fa were the best enemy pilots I have aeen,
They *ook svery sdvantam of their vastly superior divine end clinhing
abllity sud they turned so sharply that *t was only with the zvestest
aifficulty that we could out tarn them, At all time=, they were in com-
plete control as ther coordinated snd pressed home their attrcks, While
they took several larpe feflection shots, only twies did they presant any
80Tt of a target for ms and that was when I followed two dowr, two which
apparently had mot sean ma,

There i3z no doudt that our crossweaving epahled us to get da~k, My
a/c was not decaged.

I om certain the parachute seer wae not from an »/a, inasmch as
there were four 190's when ihe comdat started and thera weres four-190's
whew the comdat was brok.- off,

Ammunition exnended: 203 3IN0 rds. 20mm 125 rds,

]/ Bradley &'{th.
BPADLEY, SMITH,
1st Ltl, 4. C.,

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

L3 R B

¥, W.SCHAUB,
Major, Air Corps.
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IR PIGETES ' SQADROY
520D FIGATER SROUP
APO 525
9 Fedruazy LSuN4
COMBEAT BT
Papt 2

At 1355 hours on the 9th of Tebrwary, 15%i. I tcok offon a bomding
misslon, ‘Oar fiight, Clatter Slack, mumbdered four Spits. I was flying
no, 2 position, behind F/Q Montzomery, We climbed at adout 170 IAS on. e
heading of approximately 310 degrees, which dromght ns to 10,700 feet al-
titude and t2 the Syeres Isles in shout 35 nlnutes, We swing JZ up the
coast, reached Nice, went into the demding run from up-sun ir line estern,
Where sarlier in tha day, on enother nigsion, there had deen heavy accur-
ate §8 'mu’ flak, not a burct was observed until the bomsh. run was corpleted,
Quite a derrage of 20 mr. was thrown up 8s we were leavirg the target,
with a 1000 foot sprinkling of %0 mm, here and there, Lt, Srith had juat
made a direct hit on the tarret. been toncretulated by I/C Toover and we
were calling our mositions ta each other when sofedody called in a four |
ship formation.et 9 o'elock high, I was approximately 1C00 fest. Just
as I looked up and saw them, F/C Montgomery radioed "Thuy're 190's -
watch 1t." There were fuur ia line sstern deerine down on a S-1t who
“wroke into them: Jne sta~tad down from F,000 feet after me, I-brolke up
inte hix and we fired head on until he passed Just demesth we, Then all
hell broke loose. Flanee were everyvhere. ihere they weran's, the gaps
ware filled wiih exnlosive, 20 mm flak which Jerry tozsed indiscriminate-
1y Svtc the fray. I don't know how meny timeg I droke, vainly looking #6r
a mddy to hock on'to, In ore break, p palr of 150"s wers on' some Spite’
tail. T got a long Yurst tows™2s the gecond from nbont SO degrses, Have |
ing no tice to perfect uwy lema, I had to break sgein. . This time, I 3w
n shiy being purmed by two others flying formation somewhet like oure for
attack, I sterted down tcwrrdc theg, then reslized they wers 120's, wush-
od my nose down to get scme deflaction on the sccond. Juas as I 4id, the
SHit spnn’ out ir flames and I'hied to break to meet another headsn attack,
e fired and passed as before.. I ran omt of ammunition at this pofnt and '
begen to feal the ‘prechriougnest of my nosition, "WYell they got old Hoo-
ver" celled Hoover, "I'11 twy to stafm 1ittls longex, maybe I con get one
of the dBasterde.” Ty this time, L'was turaing, twisting all over the sky
in scarch of a 5oit t0 jJodr. « fow dreskax lnter, Hoower came on the air
%0 anncupce that they'd gotten hinm fir sure this time. I saw his plane, with
® 150 in trail, burst into flames, while he tried %o bail out. Had to
break again., A wuple of minates later, I cansht a glirmee ©of a parachnte
nearing the wpter, Two boets, presyrmably "2% hoaets, were hendad towards
him, Wiping the triskles of cold sweat from my eyes, I was able to see a
S5p1t at 12 o'clock, After, 1 had DLent the throttle a 1ittle mors, I ganght
up o him, Then began the hectic weaving, drenking, diving, clishing
dance thet was firally to rid us of our enemies, I found ocut that it was
Lt. Smith when wex were Half way homs, His transmitter waas ont, so what
breaske I didn't see comins, he'd whi) around, with me on his tail mand we'd
fo1l the buggers, He was trying to get me to weave back and forth across
hlc, so that in comtimuelly croseiny sech other, we Coull wee more and Ye
in a Ystter position to mmet thelr attack. I canght on to the idea after
e short while and ve Wove arnd broke 'till they left us, I starte; Sedling.

s R P b"s
2 9

L5

SaL

Y
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Coaeer for

incessanrt interferance of qur tormentors

‘ortanity permitted turning attscks,

lace" as soon a8 wexm were together, nsking for reinforcements and
Hoover. It took a dit of time to get the message out, fue to the
and the €ifficaultiss in speaking
¥ith s bone dry mouth, He got it fically end efter the 130's left,

vactored ua home. I landed v'th one 7.0 zm hole in the n‘urbum‘d wing end

«, & hell of = héunce,

The tactic: used by the 190's were diving, climding anA when the opp=
I exporicncod pacsey from head on and

all ‘other points of the corpess fom hish and low. My air spesd indicator

-was ‘clokking wpproximately 230 when not turnirg, ut the Hun would slide

into Tangv with the sreatest of eamse., This wes prodbably e to the goom
of & dive, aevertholesp, it's quite Certain that they wers cmpable of
R0.to 75 mgh in excese of our speed without trying tov hard, The dorasl
surfaces were camonflared slate Llus- gray, while the dbelly vas bl.uonh
white., The cowls were painted dbrisht vellow,

The pilute of these a/c we-s definitely tom-notch; as shown: 7'7 th.
way t'u-h- first atteck was timed, the!r sghooting mnd t‘mir turn? ihey
wers turninz slméat as izZht as ve wor, Y
Aormnition .303 1200 rds. 20 mm,

:_ponde ae 300 rda,

s/ Henry 3.'"&:\(0!)0‘!7.
K2 MONTGOMIRY,
22d L., A Oes

A CERTITIL TRNZ 0OPY:

s wite
Bt e o e
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4TH FIGHTER SQUADRON D=JDN/wts
82§D FIGHTER GROUP
APO 660

9 February 1244

MISS ION report mo. 44, 9 February, 1544.

Twe
MissioN; Bomb shipping im Nice Harbor. 4 Spit v's, up 1456, dowm
1530,

Route; Base to Nice to base.

Sightings; (1) Shipping as reporied in MR 42, 9 February, l94d.
(2) 4 ¥w 190's, over Nice Harbor.

Resuits; Two bombs were observed to hit the stern of 8000 T vessel.
Other bombs unobserved. Just after completion of bomb run, Spits
wore jumped by 4 FW 190's, from out of the sus. jiwo Spits, p/0
Montgomery and F/0 Hoover were shot down at 4338N - OTESE, at approx-
imataly 1445 hours. F/0 Hoover was obaerved to bail out and come
down two or three miles from Nice Harhor. Two enemy spead boats were
observed to go osut after him.

Flak; Intense, light and moderate medium, insccurate from ship and
herbor at lice.

weather: Seattered clouds at 10,000 feet aud naze limiting visibllity
to 10 - 15 »iles.

Aov. ORGAN,

Captain, A. C.,
Intelligence Offiocer.
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4TH FIGHTER SQUADRON D-JDN/wte
52§D FIGHTER GROUP
APO 680

9 February 1944

MISSION report mo. 45, S February, 1544,

Nissiom; 6 Spit V's, up 1630, 8 down 1715 on search for F,/U Hoover re-
ported down on MR 44.

Route; Base, Cannes, N along Coast, base.

Sightings; (1) Two very small vessels off coast at Nice.
(2) Two Fw 190's with in-line engines camouflaged grey near
Cannes .

Results: F/0 Hoover was not sighted. Two FW 190's attaocked Spits. Lt.
Bishop was shot down and was observed %o bail out at 4328N - O706g. Lt.
Pell received a damaged wing. Msjor Houstom azd Lt. Buraett s.2re a olaim
for ome Fw 190 destroyed. E,/A's were defimitely 1980's. (me shot down was
seen to steeam glyvol.

Flak, Hil.

Weather: CAVU with some haze.

4 Vi,

MA.D. U >
Captain, A. C.,
Intelligence Officer.
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